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whilst she sat in her chariot. Then heartily kissing
the great ladies sent to welcome her, she alighted
and entered the tent to rest and warm herself over
the perfumed fires, and to don even more magnificent
raiment than that she wore. When she was ready
for her bridegroom's coming she must have been
a blaze of magnificence. She wore a wide skirt of
cloth of gold with a raised pattern in bullion and
no train, and her head was covered first with a close
cap and then a round cap covered with pearls
and fronted with black velvet; whilst her bodice
was one glittering mass of precious stones. When
swift messengers brought news that the King was
coming, Anne mounted at the door of the tent a
beautiful white palfrey; and surrounded by her
servitors, each 'bearing upon his golden coat the
black Hon of Cleves, and followed by her train,
she set forth to meet her husband.
Henry, unwieldy and lame as he was with a
running ulcer in the leg, was as vain and fond of
. pomp as ever, and outdid his bride in splendour.
His coat was of purple velvet cut like a frock,
embroidered all over with a flat gold pattern inter-
lined with narrow gold braid, and with gold lace
laid crosswise over it all. A velvet overcoat sur-
mounted the gorgeous garment, lined also with
gold tissue, the sleeves and breast held together
with great buttons of diamonds, rubies, and pearls.
His sword and belt were covered with emeralds,
and Ms bonnet and under-cap were u so rich in
jewels that few men could value them " ; whilst
across Ms shoulders he wore a baldrick, composed
of precious stones and pearls, that was the wonder of
all beholders. The fat giant thus bedizened be-